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1, Just prior to 1933 the Ceschoslovak Army instituted = two-ysar compulsory
military service regulation, which applied to all tranchos of the servive.
411 Czochoslovak melo citizens who had atbained tho age of 20 were subject

- to draf't. There wore three classes of enligtoes. To the firgt class
bolonged those who roported in their twentisth year eand were
accepted as physioally f£it, usually sbout 8 - 10 percent of ths total
enlisteos. Those who wore not accented ot the first enlistrent roported
the following yoor (et the sge of 21}, and the acconted ones comprised Tis
2nd class. About 70 percent of the men were enlisted in this class. Thoss
who were not accepbed in the 2nd class wmere required to attond the enligt~
mont of the 3rd clags the following year. In this claog, the rest of the
onlistees who had by-pessed the two provious enlloiments, and who had now
roached the age of 22 were drafied, if physically £it. Snlistees who wers
not. ascopted into any of the thres classcs vere classifilad wnfit for
military service and vere declared inelipible for further enlistmont. Tha
men who wore recruited wore classified "A® (£it for service with
arms), "BY (fit for awxilisry service without erms), or "C" {(unfit for any
type of sorvics and subjoct to roclassification).

2, follere gtudents who bocame eligible for draft while still in achool
generally went through the usual enlistmont routine and then were given a
ono-yoar postponement of nllltery service, Additional pestponements were
granted on oceasion, nrovided applicatlons and & cortificate of studies
were forvarded overy vear to the recruiting office. TFarmors who hed no
male relatives to tale care of their farms if they went lnto the service
and men who vere the aole supnort of thelr familics could emply for snecial
rescrve stotus. If placed on reserve status, these mea generally seived
only about five months. However, they were subject to more frequent
rofrosher coursss than thozo whe served the full two years.

3, n the prevar vropublic, a large percentage of the onlistees wsre
clagsified "O", lHowever, as the situation in Czechoslovekis beeame mors
tonse, the induction regulstions becams nore rigid. After the war, the
prover recruiting system wes renewod., It was then necessary to eall up
all wer contingents {from 1939 to 1945) of men wheo hed not gerved In the
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army dwrdn the Preatectarnte, naiely the elosaos of 1917-1922, This
meogentad 2 fuirly commliceted wroblan, -filch ves solwed in tho folleowing
=ammor:  Tuo 1217 caewal (2nd class) wes callad up in Ty 1045 far ane
yerrTs gservico. Yime 1018 « 1922 annucls vore groducelly enllod up batieon
1946 ond 1943 to ationd tuo~or threo-nonth training neriods cs sweizl
resorvists. The 1923 oemiel was the Tirot nost wuar prous which was subjoct
to tho vogular fuo-year servies, :ad thon only tho 3vd clzos, i.c.; 22-yoor
olds. oot of this cymuel wes recruited end antersd gervies on 1 October
1945. Fron thot tine until 1249 contingents of recruits vere commosad
aostly of tho 3rd class. Oinece 1949 thore has boen on inerensging nercontope
of enlisted men in the 2o class (2leyear olda),

Az a regult of provicions of tie Defonse fet of 1949 tho Czochoslovilr Arny
adontod tho gysten of heving two rathor than three enlisted closses. The
iot class econbaing contin~vats of 20-ysar old nen, while the 2nd c¢lass 1s
soaponod of Zl-=yecy olds, The now systom setuslly boeome effoctive in 1951,
with a congiderablo percontare of the 1931 anmwl {(20-yoar olds) alresdy
having boen onlisted and hoving boen greduelly callied up to bosic nilitery
[OYVTieo, 1952 the 3rd enlisted clasp will hove =211 but disapracrod, with
the aeention of o fow caaes of granted postmonenents, obe.
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